Reporting Requirements

Under Bill 75 and the 

Timber Harvesting and Silviculture Practices Regulation

DISCUSSION 

There are currently three general areas of reporting: 

· Standards – Form A;

· Activity Reporting - Form B and 

· Forest Cover and Declarations - Form C.

Standards - Form A

Form A identifies: 

· each standards unit and creates a permanent record of the end results that are committed to by the licensee for a specific piece of ground;  

· the pre-harvest species (used to evaluate species shifts, monocultures and stand conversions)

· the dominant ecosystem that exists for the standards unit;

· maximum permanent access and soil disturbance standards which are assigned to the block;

· the FSP stocking standards that apply to the standards units;

· Virtually all of this information is currently required and is not incremental data collection.

Purpose:

· to keep a permanent record for performance evaluation.  FDPs and FSPs will come and go and will be amended from time to time.  It is important to record what the standards of the day applied to a cutblock to avoid licensee and MOF confusion.

· will provide for risk assessment for C&E inspection planning

· the ecosystem information on the form allows the ministry to produce a variety of other reports including locating forest health concerns (identifying where gall rust or dothistroma occurs), identifying common management or reforestation problems occurring on certain site types and treatments, and provides an opportunity to tie the ecosystem to form B and more importantly form C.

· will provide for ability to do landscape analysis of key compliance issues (ie regeneration delay and preferred species)

· information on Form A and B sets the key milestone dates by which licensee obligations must be met on the area.  

· without a cutblock specific record, the ministry would not know what obligations exist, at what time periods, and be able to confirm if blocks are lost, not monitored and managed over time.

Timing of Form A submissions :

The form is submitted on a cutblock basis and the May 31 after the past fiscal year harvest occurred. 

Activity Reporting - Form B

Form B identifies:
· area harvested;

· silvicultural system used;

· start and end dates of the harvesting;

· silviculture treatments (including site prep, planting, brushing, spacing, pruning, fertilization, and key milestone surveys); 

· deployment of improved seed;

Purpose:

· provides the start date for silviculture obligations (initiation of harvesting) and ties back to form A to form permanent record of the key milestone by which specific results must be achieved;

· creates a history record of cutblock activities from harvesting to free growing;

· link seed deployment to timber supply;

· provide annual reports on area harvested in BC.  Average cutblock size;

· area based cut control information comes from form B;

· creates Minister’s annual report performance measure of area harvested and area regenerated and other annual report statistics including trees and area planted, stand tending, brushing, site preparation;

· Completes the Minister’s commitments for reporting to the Canadian Council of Forester Ministers which requires detailed silviculture accomplishment information;

· Used for national criteria and indicators for level of investment in the province 

· To communicate to the public on land based investments and activities on public forests;

· To monitor and report on stewardship of harvested areas; 

· provide information for countervailing negotiation to demonstrate that industry is not subsidized by government;

Timing of Form B submissions:

The form is submitted on a cutblock basis by May 31 after the past fiscal year when harvesting or silviculture treatments have occurred.  Virtually all of this information is currently required and is not incremental data collection. 

The information is submitted on a cutblock because:
· it provides a total population of treated blocks from which sample populations for C&E inspections can be selected;

· enables the ministry Compliance and Enforcement staff to carry out efficient unbiased sampling; 

· a wide variety of provincial, national (CCFM) international (US countervail) , public, private sector, industrial requirements for different reports on silviculture depend on this.  The Ministry is able to meet a wide diversity of silviculture reports needs without requiring from industry a multiplicity of different high level reports;.

· form B will eliminate the requirement for a separate FIA reporting format.  Last years FIA report format reduced 3 forms into one.  Consequently industry had 2 different forms to submit.  The new Form B will facilitate the further elimination of a separate FIA reporting form;

· government is the ultimate steward of crown land and the public has a right to know what treatments are being conducted on crown land;

· it will preserve information assets and intellectual capital of the previously managed forest stands.
Forest Cover and Declarations – Form C 

Form C identifies

· forest cover after completion of harvesting, at regen delay and at free growing; 

· the achievement of key obligation milestone dates by industry.  It also allows industry to document the rational for recommending a stand be acceptable in spite of being below standards.

Purpose:

· to identify the inventory component and the silviculture component of each strata within the cutblock;

· identifies areas for treatment;

· identifies potential risk areas for C&E inspections;

· identifies key vegetation inventory information;

· to identify key forest health agents and conditions on site (i.e. dothistroma).  The information is used for due diligence, and risk rating or evaluation;

· to provide landbase and landstatus information for TSR; 

· identifies the types of reserves (ie wildlife trees, riparian) left on the area;

· to provide regeneration information to create the yield curves for TSR;

· to provide information to support the new landscape approach to managing preferred species;

· provides information for NSR reporting;

Timing of Form C submissions
The form is submitted on a cutblock basis upon completion of harvest, at or before regeneration delay and at free growing. 

Summary

By continuing to receive cutblock specific information on Forms A, B and C, the ministry will be able to monitor and evaluate the implementation of the new RBC, confirm licensee data used for timber supply analysis, report on land stewardship to provincial, national and international audiences, and maintain public confidence.
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